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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 
of  the  Borough  of  Daventry, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  eleventh  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  town  incorporating  that  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector.  This  is  an  annual  assessment  of  the  environ- 
mental health  of  the  town  and  in  addition,  I make  some  observations  on 
the  general  trends  which  show  evidence  of  becoming  hazards  to  health, 
either  now  or  in  the  future. 

This  has  been  the  fourth  year  of  the  planning  for  the  expansion  of 
the  town,  which  has  continued  apace.  Phase  II  of  the  housing  develop- 
ment for  overspill  families  from  Birmingham  started  and  by  the  end  ot 
the  year,  all  the  83  houses  in  Phase  I were  occupied. 

The  swimming  pool,  in  its  fifth  year,  is  now  an  integral  part  of  the 
town’s  activities,  and  provides  an  amentity  not  only  for  the  people  of 
Daventry  but  also  for  the  surrounding  district.  It  is  immensely  popular 
and  many  children  have  learned  to  swim.  In  one  day,  almost  2,000  people 
attended. 

The  population  increase  from  6,280  to  6,410,  has  as  yet  been  small. 
The  birth  rate  rose  from  114  to  122.  The  crude  rate  being  19.34  (S.R. 
being  15.01)  compared  with  the  national  figure  of  17.7. 

There  were  80  deaths,  an  increase  of  16  on  last  year’s  figures  of  64 
giving  a crude  rate  of  12.48  (S.R.  7.8)  which  is  much  below  the  national 
rate  of  11.7.  The  causes  of  death  remain  the  same^  predominantly  the 
cancers  and  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  which  are  more  common 
in  the  elderly.  This  year,  25  deaths  occurred  under  the  age  of  65,  com- 
pared with  11  last  year. 

Infectious  diseases  showed  a considerable  decrease,  figures  falling  to 
99  from  the  high  incidence  of  212  last  year.  This  was  largely  due  to  the 
biennial  incidence  of  measles.  Six  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified. 

Once  again,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  not  be  provid- 
ing immunisation  and  vaccination  statistics  relating  to  individual  districts, 
but  will  give  the  figures  for  the  county  as  a whole.  I am  therefore,  unable 
to  comment  on  the  public  response  to  these  very  necessary  procedures  in 
Daventry  this  year.  However,  in  the  past,  the  figures  for  the  town  have 
always  been  very  high,  proving  to  be  practically  one  hundred  per  cent. 
I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  public,  the  nursing 
staffs  and  medical  practitioners  for  their  co-operation  and  good  work.  To 
the  latter  I continue  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  high  standard  of 
medical  care  which  they  give  to  the  town  and  for  the  ready  co-operation 
which  the  health  department  always  receives  from  them.  I must  how- 
ever. make  my  annual  reminder  to  parents  that  their  infants  should  be 
immunised  to  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus,  poliomyelitis  and 
smallpox,  not  forgetting  the  necessary  booster  immunisations  at  fifteen 
months  and  before  school  entry.  The  thirteen  year  olds  should  be 
vaccinated  also  against  tuberculosis. 

The  programme  for  overspill  families  from  Birmingham  progressed 
apace  and  the  first  83  houses  on  the  Headlands  Estate  were  completed 
and  occupied,  with  a further  242  in  an  advanced  stage  of  construction. 
The  Southbrook  Estate  consisting  of  323  houses  was  started  and  con- 
struction was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year.  These  will  be  followed 
by  194  houses  in  Phase  II  and  249  in  Phase  III. 
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Private  building  also  continued.  A total  of  121  houses  were 
completed. 

It  was  decided  to  close  the  houses  in  three  substandard  parts  of  the 
Central  Area  of  the  town,  once  the  tenants  have  been  re-housed. 
Eighteen  families  were  re-housed  from  unfit  properties. 

The  treatment  of  sewage  was  reasonably  satisfactory  throughout  the 
year  and  a new  treatment  plant  is  being  designed  to  deal  with  the 
additional  flows  of  sewage  arising  from  the  large  scale  expansion  of  the 
town. 

The  numbers  of  elderly  residents  in  the  town  are  rising  annually  and 
the  town  is  increasingly  aware  of  their  needs.  Thirty  further  bungalows 
have  been  provided  and  voluntary  organisations  continue  to  work 
increasingly  for  their  welfare.  The  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  fulfils 
its  function  of  co-ordinating  the  efforts  of  the  work  which  is  being  done 
by  these  energetic  and  public  spirited  people.  Details  of  their  activities 
are  given  in  the  section  on  old  people.  The  report  would  not  be  complete 
without  a tribute  to  the  excellent  work  done  by  our  local  district  welfare 
officer,  whose  efforts,  goodwill  and  co-operation,  continue  to  be  greatly 
appreciated. 

During  the  year,  the  Evelyn  Wright  Home  for  Old  People,  was  com- 
pleted and  occupied,  where  39  men  and  women  live  in  excellent  surround- 
ings, and  affords  a great  amenity  to  the  town. 

The  water  supply  provided  by  the  Mid-Northamptonshire  Water 
Board,  was  adequately  met  throughout  the  year. 

The  period  of  intense  planning  for  the  new  town  resolved  in  1966 
into  the  phase  of  actual  building,  which  will  continue  apace  during  the 
next  years.  Housing  estates  were  occupied  and  industrial  building  was 
commenced.  In  addition,  the  plans  for  the  new  Health  Centre,  as  well  as 
those  for  all  other  services  which  will  be  necessary,  were  formulated.  The 
citizens  of  the  town,  both  old  and  new  will  live  in  a carefully  planned 
environment  which  will  provide  them  with  all  the  facilities.  These, 
together  with  the  benefits  of  science  and  the  provisions  of  the  welfare 
state  should  ensure  an.  era  of  full  and  positive  health  for  the  town.  How- 
ever, it  remains  necessary  to  re-iterate  my  warnings  of  the  past,  that 
however  adequate  are  the  provisions  made  externally  for  health,  the  out- 
come will  ultimately  depend  on  the  attitude  of  the  individual  himself. 
The  real  hazards  now  appear  to  be  in  faulty  patterns  of  living,  adopted 
sometimes  from  ignorance,  but  more  usually  from  a failure  of  rectitude 
and  good  sense. 

Each  year,  the  figures  of  deaths  from  accidents  rise,  nearly  all  of 
which,  are  preventable.  These  occur  both  in  the  home  and  on  the  road, 
and  one  must  also  remember  the  many  thousands  who  are  injured  and 
are  left  with  permanent  disability.  Details  of  this  subject  are  given  on 
later  pages,  together  with  a report  on  the  activities  of  the  Home  Safety 
Committee  started  last  year  by  Councillor  Sharp. 

The  relationships  between  cancer  of  the  lung  and  the  smoking  of 
cigarettes  is  known,  and  indisputably  proved.  Each  year,  the  number  of 
deaths  from  this  condition  rises,  and  the  figures  are  given  later  in  the 
report.  The  habit  continues  and  warnings  remain  unheeded.  However, 
it  is  our  duty  to  inform  young  people,  clearly  and  repeatedly  that  the 
habit  of  smoking  cigarettes  is  an  addiction  which  can  result  in  cancer. 
Those  who  have  contact  and  influence  with  young  people  should  by  their 
own  example,  show  that  smoking  is  a foolish  habit. 

Though  people  are  living  longer,  the  death  rate  among  middle  aged 
males  is  still  far  too  high.  This  is  due  to  deaths  from  arterial  disease 
resulting  in  coronary  thrombosis  and  strokes  and  from  cancer.  The 
prevention  of  early  arterial  disease  is  the  problem  which  now  besets  all 
civilised  communities,  and  the  condition  has  multiple  causes,  known  and 
unknown,  some  of  which  are  hereditary.  Of  the  known  facts,  the  salient 
one  is  that  early  arterial  disease  is  not  so  evident  in  those  who  take 
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regular  physical  exercise.  Increasing  transport,  highly  urbanised  com- 
munities and  sedentary  amusements  such  as  television,  all  contribute  to  a 
failure  to  take  sufficient  exercise.  A further  factor  is  the  consumption  of 
a highly  refined,  high  calorie  diet,  which  combined  with  a sedentary  life, 
contributes  to  cause  this  degenerative  condition  which  takes  its  toll  from 
a valuable  section  of  the  community,  who  are  at  the  time  of  life,  when 
their  experience  can  contribute  greatly  to  the  needs  of  society.  Young 
people  should  be  encouraged  to  be  active  in  all  forms  of  physical  enter- 
prise, and  to  eat  less  sweets,  ice-creams  and  other  starchy  foods  and  this 
should  continue  throughout  life,  modifying  the  exercise  to  be  appropriate 
with  the  years.  It  is  noticeable  how  the  elderly  who  are  fit  are  those  who 
have  established  early  in  life,  the  habit  of  taking  a regular  amount  of 
physical  exercise. 

There  is  evidence  that  the  relief  of  poverty  and  the  comforts  which 
science  has  contributed  to  ease  living  conditions,  have  not  materially  in- 
creased the  mental  health  of  the  people.  It  is  perplexing  to  discover  that 
instabilities  that  were  formerly  considered  to  be  due  to  lack  of  material 
benefits,  are  still  all  too  evident.  Crime  continues,  the  carnage  on  the 
roads  increases,  delinquency,  violence,  neuroses,  suicide,  high  divorce 
rate,  cruelty  to  children  and  a new  factor,  drug  taking  among  young 
people  remain.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  new  town  of  Daventry,  the 
people  themselves,  by  creating  stability  and  unity  in  their  own  homes 
will  prevent  here,  what  is  so  prevalent  elsewhere. 

I wish  to  express  my  continued  thanks  to  Mr.  Schofield,  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  for  his  diligent  work  throughout  the  year,  to  those  who 
have  contributed  to  the  compilation  of  this  report,  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  help  and  encouragement 
and  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  ready  co-operation. 

JOAN  M.  ST,  V.  DAWKINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


August,  1967. 
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BOROUGH  OF  DAVENTRY 


IMembers  of  the  Public  Health  Committee: 

Councillor  D.  C.  Tooby  (Chairman) 

Alderman  L.  B.  Butcher  (Vice-Chairman) 

Aldermen  W.  G.  S.  Edwards,  G.  Williams, 

Councillors  J.  Cockerill,  V.  R.  Newman,  R.  F.  Sharp,  T.  R.  Webb. 


Public  Health  Oflicers  of  the  Borough  of  Daventry: 

Joan  M.  Sl.  V.  Dawkins,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  D.C.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  Brackley  and  Daventry  Borough  Councils  and 
Brackley,  Brixworth,  Daventry,  Northampton  and  Towcester  Rural 
District  Councils,  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Northamptonshire  County  Council. 


G.  N.  Schofield,  R.S.I.J.B.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Public  Health  Inspector 
Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Foods 
Shops  Act  Inspector 
Petroleum  Officer 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  1966 

Area  (in  acres)  3,633;  Population  6,410;  Number  of  separate  dwellings 
occupied  2,203;  Rateable  value  1966  (April)  £291,125;  Product  of  a penny 

rate  £1,220. 


LIVE  BIRTHS  (Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population) 


Rate  for 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate  England  & 

Wales 

Legitimate  52 

68 

120 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

52 

70 

122 

19.34 

17.7 

(S.R.  15.01) 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE 

BIRTHS 

(Per  Cent 

of  total  live  births) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

2 

2 

1.6 

STILL  BIRTHS  (Rate 

per  1,000 

live  and  still  births) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

16.1 

15.4 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

53 

71 

124 

INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1 year) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

- 

2 

2 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

RATES 

(Rate  per 

1,000  live  births) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

l'  16.1 

19.0 

Illegitimate  — 

1 

1 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live 

births) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

— 

1 

1 

8.0 

12.9 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL 

MORTALITY  RATE  (Deaths  under 

1 week  per 

1,000  live  births) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

— 

1 

1 

8.0 

11.1 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 

week 

combined  per  1,000  live  and  still  births) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

24.4 

26.3 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (Including  abortion)  Nil 

0.26 

DEATHS  (All  causes) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

40 

40 

80 

12.48 

11.7 

(S.R.  7.8) 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  OVER  PREVIOUS 

5 YEARS 


Year 

Estimated 

Births 

No.  Crude 

1962 

5980 

112 

Rate 

18.7 

1963 

6060 

103 

17.0 

1964 

6130 

101 

16.48 

1965 

6280 

119 

18.15 

1966 

6410 

124 

(S.R. 

15.01) 

Deaths 


Under 

1 year 

All 

ages 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

2 

17.8 

102 

17.05 

1 

9.7 

73 

12.04 

1 

10.0 

91 

14.84 

— 

— 

64 

10.2 

2 

16.1 

80 

i:i 

(S.R.  7.8) 
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SECTION  A 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


AREA 

The  acreage  of  the  town  is  3,633  and  the  population  is  now  6,410. 

Daventry  received  its  Charter  as  a Borough  from  Queen  Elizabeth 
I in  1576,  and  is,  therefore,  one  of  the  Ancient  Boroughs.  During  the 
16th  and  17th  centuries  it  became  a busy  coaching  centre,  which  provided 
the  main  industry  of  whip  making.  With  the  disappearance  of  the  coach, 
employment  came  from  the  boot  and  shoe  industry,  augmented  later  by 
the  B.B.C.  transmitting  station  at  Borough  Hill. 

During  this  period,  the  character  of  Daventry  changed  little,  with 
its  wide  rural  boundaries  and  its  central  rather  cramped  area.  However, 
since  1953-54  when  the  large  tapered  roller  bearing  factory  of  British 
Timken  was  established  to  the  north  of  the  town,  the  population  has 
steadily  increased  and  the  character  of  the  town  is  changing.  The  old 
town  remains,  but  virtually  a new  town  with  well  spaced  modern 
dwellings  has  been  built  in  the  north  and  south.  Now  with  the  decision 
of  acceptance  as  an  overspill  town  for  the  people  of  Birmingham,  the 
town’s  growth  will  be  considerable  and  the  prospect  is  a stimulating  one. 

POPULATION 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  calculated  by  the  Registrar 
General  was  6,410  representing  an  increase  of  120  on  the  1965  figure. 
Natural  increase,  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  calculated  to  be  44. 

BIRTHS 

Live  births  numbered  124  giving  a rate  of  19.34  (S.R.  15.01)  per  1,000 
live  births.  The  national  rate  is  17.7. 

INFANT  DEATHS 

Two  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year. 

STILLBIRTHS 

There  were  two  stillbirths. 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS 

Two  illegitimate  births  took  place  during  the  year,  three  less  than 
in  1965. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

No  maternal  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year. 

DEATHS 

This  year,  as  for  the  previous  year,  the  Registrar  General  has  listed 
the  causes  of  death  in  groups  of  under  one  year,  then  1-5  years,  and 
thereafter  in  decades  to  75  and  over.  Male  and  female  deaths  are  also 
shown. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  show  that  there  were  80  deaths 
compared  with  64  the  previous  year,  giving  a crude  rate  of  12.48  compared 
with  10.2  for  1965.  The  Standardised  Rate  was  7.8  compared  with  that 
for  England  and  Wales  of  11.7.  The  Standardised  Rate  is  calculated  from 
the  Registrar  General’s  comparability  factor  (0.63),  which  makes  allowance 
for  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas,  and  is 
adjusted  specifically  to  take  into  account  any  residential  institution  in  the 
district,  especially  of  the  aged,  whch  applies  particularly  in  this  area. 

1 his  year,  nationally,  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung 
has  increased,  but  locally,  the  figure  remains  the  same  as  last  year: 
statistics  also  show  an  increase  in  a lower  age  group.  Males  still  pre- 
dominate but  females  are  catching  up  due  to  the  increase  in  the  number 
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of  female  cigarette  smokers.  In  1929,  2,751  died  from  cancer  of  the  lung, 
in  1939,  6,214,  in  1963,  24,434,  in  1965,  26,399  and  in  1966,  27,013.  The 
relationship  between  heavy  cigarette  smoking  and  cancer  of  the  lung  has 
been  firmly  established.  Publicity  in  the  Press  and  on  television  has 
brought  it  home  to  all.  Yet  each  year,  thousands  of  young  people  start 
to  smoke  and  many  others  continue  to  indulge  in  heavy  cigarette  smoking. 
The  best  chance  of  success  in  treatment  of  cancer  of  the  lung  lies  in  early 
detection.  All  individuals  over  the  age  of  45  should  have  their  chest 
x-rayed  regularly.  However,  the  best  cure  is  prevention,  either  to  abstain 
from  smoking  or  to  give  it  up.  Health  educators,  parents  and  those  in 
contact  with  children  should  both  warn  and  set  an  example  not  to  smoke. 

The  main  causes  of  death  at  the  present  time,  are  from  degenerative 
diseases  of  the  arteries.  Improved  standards  of  living  and  the  success- 
ful control  and  treatment  of  infections  have  no  doubt  increased  the 
number  of  elderly  people  in  the  community,  but  the  emergence  of  early 
degenerative  disease  is  becoming  significant.  With  the  mechanisation  of 
industry  and  improved  transport  facilities  in  particular  and  development 
and  widespread  use  of  motor  vehicles,  the  proportion  of  people  who  have 
adequate  exercise  has  declined  and  the  number  of  sedentary  workers 
including  office  workers  and  business  executives  has  increased.  Again 
modern  food  technology  and  the  use  of  scientific  knowledge  and  methods 
in  the  production  of  foods  have  enormously  increased  the  range  and 
quality  available.  Seasonal  variations  in  food  supplies  have  almost 
disappeared  and  price  is  within  the  means  of  most. 

The  net  result  is  that  food  consumption  has  gone  up.  Now,  lOOlbs. 
of  sugar  per  head  per  year  is  used,  compared  with  about  one  fifth  of 
this  quantity  100  years  ago:  the  same  is  true  for  fats  and  other  starchy 
foods.  At  the  same  time,  the  need  for  physical  exercise  has  diminished. 
Early  degenerative  disease  is  much  less  common  in  underdeveloped 
countries.  It  is  wise  to  be  as  physically  active  as  possible,  take  regular 
exercise  to  an  amount  which  does  not  cause  undue  fatigue,  breathlessness 
or  palpitation,  and  to  exercise  moderation  in  the  consumption  of  starchy 
and  fatty  foods. 

Road  accidents  in  Great  Britain  since  the  beginning  of  the  century 
have  caused  300,000  deaths.  In  1966,  7,985  died  on  the  roads  compared 
with  7,952  in  1965.  Thus  on  an  average  day  throughout  the  year,  22 
road  users  were  killed,  or  one  death  occurred  approximately  every  66 
minutes.  Analysis  by  age  has  shown  the  15 — 25  year  age  group  to  be  most 
at  risk  due  to  temperamental  failures  of  individuals.  The  necessity  of 
proper  maintainance  of  the  vehicle,  habitual  use  of  safety  devices  such 
as  belts  in  cars  or  helmets  on  motorcycles,  and  driving  with  due  con- 
sideration for  the  safety  of  other  roadusers  is  stressed. 

Confirmed  figures  regarding  accidents  in  the  home,  for  1966  have 
not  yet  been  published,  but  provisional  figures  indicate  a general  worsen- 
ing of  the  situation.  Falls  constitute  by  far  the  most  frequent  cause  of 
accidental  death  in  and  around  the  house,  about  59  per  cent  of  the  total_. 
Nearly  90  per  cent  of  these  fatalities  were  to  people  in  the  age  group  65 
and  over.  The  next  most  common  cause  was  poisoning  followed  by 
burns  and  scalds,  and  finally  suffocation  and  choking.  Attention  to 
details  such  as  fire  guards,  fire  resistant  materials  for  children's  night- 
dresses, simple  structural  alterations  in  houses  for  elderly  people  and 
provision  of  physical  aids,  keeping  medicines  under  lock  and  key,  are 
required  to  prevent  these  deaths. 

The  respiratory  infections  still  take  their  toll,  though  less  than 
formerly.  The  great  majority  of  deaths  from  pneumonia  are  in  those 
whose  health  is  undermined  by  other  causes  and  is  as  such  only  a terminal 
event.  There  were  2 deaths  from  pneumonia,  1 from  bronchitis  and  1 
from  other  respiratory  diseases. 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE 

LABORATORY  SERVICE 

The  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  available  for 
work  in  connection  with  the  diagnosis  and  control  of  infectious  diseases. 
It  is  situated  adjacent  to  Northampton  General  Hospital.  The  co-operation 
and  able  service  which  is  always  provided  is  greatly  appreciated. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

General  medical,  surgical  and  infectious  disease  cases  are  moved  by 
the  Ambulance  Service  operated  by  the  County  Council. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 

An  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  in  Daventry  on  the  first  and  third 
Friday  of  each  month  at  the  Foundry  Hall. 

A Mobile  Dental  Clinic  visits  the  schools  periodically. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Cases  suffering  from  tuberculosis  are  treated  at  Creaton  or  Rushden 
hospitals. 

The  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  continued  to  serve  both 
the  Borough  and  the  surrounding  Rural  District. 

A chest  clinic  is  held  at  fortnightly  intervals  at  the  Danetre  Hospital, 
and  continues  to  be  of  great  service  to  local  patients. 

NURSING  AT  HOME 

Health  Visitors,  District  Nurses  and  Midwives  are  provided  by  the 
County  Council.  The  Services  of  a permanent  full-time  Health  Visitor, 
in  the  town  is  much  appreciated. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

This  service  is  also  provided  by  the  County  Council,  and  is  of 
particular  value  both  in  illness,  domiciliary  maternity  cases  and  for  old 
people  who  may,  with  the  assistance  of  ci  home  help,  remain  at  home 
rather  than  be  sent  to  an  institution. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICE 

All  infectious  disease  cases,  excepting  only  tuberculosis  sufferers, 
are  treated  at  Harborough  Road  Isolation  Hospital.  Northampton,  while 
general  medical  and  surgical  cases  receive  treatment  at  Danetre  Hospital, 
Northampton  General  Hospital  or  Hospital  of  St.  Cross,  Rugby. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1947  Section  47  (Amendment  1951) 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Act  during  the  year,  though  a 
number  of  old  people  were  visited  in  their  homes.  In  some  cases  hospital 
admission  was  arranged  and  accepted  voluntarily  without  having  recourse 
to  Section  47. 

SERVICES  FOR  OLD  PEOPLE 

The  following  provide  services  for  old  people: — 

1 The  National  Health  Service 

(a)  General  Practitioner 

fb)  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  including  the  Almoner 
Service. 

2.  The  County  Council 

(a)  The  Health  Department 

1.  District  Nurses 

2.  Health  Visitors 

3.  Home  Helps 

4.  Chiropody  Service 

5.  Certain  home  equipment  where  necessary 
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(b)  The  Welfare  Department 

1.  Part  III  accommodation  and  homes 

2.  Special  services  for  blind,  etc.,  and  home  fittings  where 
necessary. 

3.  The  National  Assistance  Board 
Financial  help  where  necessary 

4.  The  Borough  Council 

Homes  for  the  aged,  including  bungalows  and  flats. 

3.  Voluntary  Organisations 

These  are  particularly  active  in  this  area,  and  provide  many 
services  which  include  Meals  on  Wheels,  Darby  & Joan  Clubs, 
chiropody,  home  visiting  and  holiday  schemes.  A report  on  the 
activities  of  the  voluntary  services  follows: — 

DARBY  & JOAN  CLUB 

This  is  a very  active  organisation  and  Club  meetings  are  held  every 
Friday  afternoon  with  the  exception  of  holiday  periods. 

The  membership  has  risen  to  over  100  and  it  is  of  interest  to  learn 
that  some  older  persons  are  also  brought  in  once  a fortnight  from  Norton 
village  where  there  is  no  similar  Club.  The  staff  of  Messrs.  Harshaw 
Chemicals  transport  these  old  people  into  Daventry  for  the  meeting  in 
their  own  cars. 

Many  outings  are  arranged  throughout  the  year  and  these  are  looked 
forward  to  very  much  by  members.  Local  organisations  also  help  the 
club  financially  and  the  ladies  who  give  up  their  time  voluntarily  to  pro- 
vide teas  each  week  are  very  worthy  of  mention  as  also  are  the  following 
W.V.S.  members  who  are  in  charge: — 

W.V.S.  Centre  Organiser — Mrs.  L.  F.  Jones. 

Club  Leader — Mrs.  M.  Edwards. 

Treasurer — Mrs.  J.  Atkins. 

MEALS  ON  WHEELS 

This  service  is  run  by  the  W.V.S.  and  dinners  are  delivered  twice 
weekly  to  some  15  old  folks  in  their  homes.  Both  the  Borough  Council 
and  the  County  Council  make  a contribution  towards  part  of  the  cost 
of  this  service  and  a charge  of  1/6  is  asked  from  the  recipient  of  each 
meal  supplied.  This  service  is  of  great  benefit  and  much  appreciated  by 
the  old  folk. 

DAVENTRY  OLD  PEOPLE’S  WELFARE  COMMITTEE 

This  Committee  is  primarily  concerned  in  liaising  with  other  local 
organisations  and  assisting  the  elderly  in  a variety  of  ways.  Visiting  is 
undertaken  by  its  members.  In  a few  cases,  gardens  have  been  attended 
to  and  a Christmas  Parcel  scheme  resulted  in  the  distribution  of  over  one 
hundred  parcels. 


DAVENTRY  HOME  SAFETY  COMMITTEE 

This  Committee  was  formed  as  a result  of  interest  by  local  organisa- 
tions in  the  need  to  reduce  accidents  in  the  home,  having  regard  to  the 
large  numb^  of  accidents  which  occur  throughout  the  country  each  year. 
The  Committee  held  several  campaigns  and  exhibitions  throughout  the 
ywr.  A special  Poster  Competition  was  organised  to  commemorate  the 
Golden  Jubilee  Year  of  ROSPA,  and  an  exhibition  of  entries  was  held 
in  the  Grammar  School. 


SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  main  water  supply  to  Daventry  is  under  the  control  of  the  Mid- 
Northamptonshire  Water  Board.  This  authority  has  been  in  opeiation 
since  1^49  and  the  main  sources  of  the  water  are  from  Pitsford  and 
Ravensthorpe  reservoirs. 

There  is  a feeder  reservoir  located  on  Borough  Hill  which  affords  a 
good  pressure  of  water  to  the  town.  Tentative  plans  have  been  made  for 
extra  water  supplies  to  meet  the  needs  of  future  expansion  and  it  is 
understood  that  this  will  most  likely  involve  the  laying  of  a main  directly 
from  Pitsford,  together  with  the  construction  of  a service  reservoir  on 
Newnham  Hill.  The  design  for  these  plans  is  expected  to  be  completed 
by  the  Water  Board  in  the  coming  year. 

The  supply  was  adequate  for  all  needs  during  the  year,  but  steps 
were  taken  to  avoid  waste.  The  overall  consumption  for  this  area  is 
calculated  to  be  nearly  50  gallons  per  head  daily.  The  water  is  not  liable 
to  have  plumbosolvent  action  as  the  water  has  a slightly  alkaline  reaction 
and  the  degree  of  hardness  is  moderate.  The  water  reaches  a very  high 
standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

All  houses  in  the  town  are  on  the  main  supply,  with  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  isolated  farms  which  rely  on  wells  and  springs.  Following 
a complaint  regarding  well  water  at  one  farm,  samples  were  taken  and 
the  water  was  found  to  be  polluted  by  the  drainage  system.  Upon  advice, 
steps  were  taken  to  connect  the  house  to  the  nearby  water  main.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  this  well  was  reported  to  have  been  in  use  for 
200  years,  and  its  water  was  always  considered  to  be  pure.  As  the  drain- 
age system  ran  almost  round  the  well,  the  risk  of  future  contamination 
could  not  be  ruled  out  hence  the  advisability  of  the  farm’s  connection 
to  the  main  supply. 

Fifteen  samples  were  taken  in  Daventry  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion and  all  were  satisfactory.  Samples  were  also  taken  by  the  Board  at 
source,  of  the  raw,  sedimented  and  hnal  Pitsford  water,  to  ensure  purity 
after  distribution.  The  following  details  of  analysis  have  recently  been 
received: — 


Northampton  and  Daventry  Distribution  Areas 
Chemical  Results  in  parts  per  million  (Mg/L) 


pH 

8.1 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

2 

Electric  Conductivity 

Dissolved  solids  dried 

at 

(Reciprocal  Megohms 

180°C 

355 

per  cm) 

500 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Chlorine  present  as 

Carbonate 

125 

Chloride 

35 

Carbonate  hardness 

125 

Total  hardness 

185 

Calcium 

60 

Non-carbonate  hardness 

60 

Silica 

1 

Magnesium 

8.4 

Iron,  zinc,  copper,  lead,  manganese,  normally  absent. 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  a few  instances,  and  certain  articles 
of  bedding  and  clothing  were  removed  for  destruction  upon  request. 

A number  of  calls  were  received  from  house-holders,  for  help  and 
advice  in  dealing  with  infestations  of  flies,  ants,  cockroaches,  furniture 
beetle  and  similar  pests.  In  addition,  25  wasp  nests  were  destroyed  by 
the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator.  A small  charge  is  made  for  the 
destruction  of  these  nests  when  they  are  within  buildings. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Sewage  from  the  town  is  treated  at  the  Welton  Road  works.  These 
were  supplemented  two  years  ago  with  an  aeration  treatment  plant  and 
so  far  this  packaged  unit  which  relies  upon  the  system  of  activated  sludge 
sewage  treatment  has  given  satisfaction  and  served  its  purpose  by 
obviating  gross  overloading  of  the  main  works.  Samples  of  effluent  were 
examined  at  regular  intervals  and  the  results  obtained  were  with  one 
exception  within  the  limits  of  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Royal 
Commission. 


The  work  of  laying  the  new  24"  diameter  southern  outfall  sewer, 
was  almost  completed  during  the  year.  This  will  receive  drainage  in  the 
near  future,  from  the  housing  sites  being  developed  in  the  Norton  Road 
area,  as  well  as  Long  March  industrial  sites  where  factories  are  being 
built. 

The  schemes  for  the  Drayton  outfall  sewers  for  foul  and  surface 
water  have  been  brought  forward.  This  was  necessary  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  new  Ford  and  Herbert-Ingersoll  factories  under 
construction  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Borough  on  the  Royal  Oak 
industrial  estate. 

With  the  acceleration  of  development  it  is  necessary  more  than  ever 
to  build  the  new  sewage  treatment  works.  It  will  be  realised  that  all 
other  developments  can  only  function  when  the  whole  drainage  scheme 
is  available  and  very  close  liaison  is  being  maintained  with  officers  of  the 
Nene  River  Board  and  the  County  Council  in  order  to  obviate  any  undue 
delay. 

A part-time  officer  carried  out  inspection  and  control  over  the 
discharge  of  trade  effluents. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


A definite  increase  was  recorded  in  the  number  of  complaints 
received  of  rats  on  property  and  land.  This  was  considered  to  be  due 
to  the  disturbance  of  hedges  and  fields  where  large  scale  building  opera- 
tions had  recently  begun. 


A free  service  was  given  for  dwelling  houses  and  a charge  was  made 
for  rodent  work  to  factories  and  other  business  premises.  Eight  factories 
were  under  contract.  The  central  area  of  the  town  is  being  re-devefoped 
and  surveys  and  treatments  were  arranged  for  factories  and  shops  pur- 
chased by  the  Daventry  Development  Committee  under  a separate 
contract. 

There  was  relatively  little  trouble  in  the  sewers  although  one  part  of 
the  system  was  affected  on  the  Headlands  Estate.  This  was  thought  to 
be  due  to  extension  work  being  carried  out  to  sewers  on  that  site,  allow- 
ing possible  access  to  rodents. 


Warfarin  was  used  on  rodent  control  work  within  the  Borough  with 
100  per  cent  success. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


Non-agricultural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district  2.840 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following 

notification  122 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  rats  95 

(ii)  mice  6 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than  notifica- 


tion 55 

(bl  Number  infested  by  (i)  rats  5 

(ii)  mice  — 

4.  Sewers 

(a)  Inspection  chambers  surveyed  ...  38 

(b)  Number  found  to  be  infested 

and  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  3 


agricultural 

21 


6 

3 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  refuse  collection  service  was  satisfactory  and  calls  were  made 
once  a week  to  remove  household  refuse.  The  material  is  then  disposed 
at  the  Dodford  Tip  and  partial  covering  takes  place.  The  tip  is  frequently 
sprayed  and  treated  to  control  rodent  infestation.  More  local  authorities 
are  turning  to  methods  for  composting  refuse  as  opposed  to  crude  tipping. 
This  method  has  a lot  to  commend  it  on  general  health  grounds  as  there 
is  no  comparison  between  the  finished  product  and  ordinary  household 
refuse  when  tipped,  also  there  is  very  little  attraction  to  rats  and  flies 
which  are  troublesome  on  most  tips. 

Metal  dustbins  are  supplied  by  the  Council  upon  request  from  house- 
holders, at  a charge  of  7/6  per  annum.  Twenty-six  more  bins  were 
supplied  during  the  year,  bringing  the  total  in  use  to  166. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  were  no  premises  registered  for  this  purpose. 

MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 

Only  one  licence  was  renewed  allowing  a caravan  to  be  occupied 
for  living  accommodation  throughout  the  year.  The  sites  of  two  caravans 
previously  used,  have  now  been  taken  up  for  building  purposes. 

A number  of  caravans  have  been  brought  into-  the  town  on  the  site 
where  engineering  and  constructional  works  were  in  progress  to  erect  new 
factories,  and  build  roads  and  sewers.  These  are  mainly  shared  by 
workers  whq  travel  home  to  their  families  at  weekends  and  have  over- 
come the  difficulties  experienced  over  obtaining  lodgings.  Other  employees 
who  brought  their  families  have  been  assisted  as  far  as  possible  by  your 
Inspector,  in  obtaining  suitable  sites  where  water  and  electricity  were 
available  and  where  temporary  drainage  could  be  provided  for. 
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ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 


One  licence  was  renewed  by  the  Council,  permitting  premises  to  be 
used  for  boarding  animals.  These  premises  were  inspected  and  found  to 
be  kept  in  a very  satisfactory  manner  throughout  the  year. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 


There  is  a modern  open  air  swimming  pool  in  the  town.  This  was 
built  in  1962  and  is  provided  with  pressure  filtration  and  chlorination 
plant,  capable  of  circulating  the  water  every  four  hours.  A water 
heating  system  has  also  been  installed  and  a refreshment  kiosk  added.  A 
paddling  pool  is  available  for  toddlers. 


Samples  of  water  were  taken  at  monthly  intervals  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  results 
obtained  were  all  satisfactory. 


This  pool  is  a great  amenity  to  Daventry  and  the  surrounding  area 
likewise,  and  in  one  day,  no  less  than  1,987  persons  attended. 


PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS 


Twenty-one  premises  were  registered  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 
during  1966,  two  fewer  than  the  previous  year.  The  decrease  was  brought 
about  by  the  closure  of  two  post-war  filling  stations,  which  were  affected 
by  re-development  proposals.  One  station  in  Braunston  Road,  has  been 
completely  removed,  and  the  other  was  brought  back  into  use  for  a 
temporary  period.  Other  filling  stations  in  the  central  area  may  be 
affected  later  on  and  it  is  essential  to  ensure  that  all  disused  tanks  are 
rendered  safe. 

Safety  measures  were  taken  to  deal  with  a leak  of  liquid  petroleum 
gas  reported  at  one  factory  premises. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 


The  industrialisation  of  countries  has  been  the  cause  of  air  pollution 
in  the  past  and  is  a most  difficult  thing  to  control.  Examination  was  made 
of  the  plans  for  the  new  factories  to  be  built  in  the  Borough  and  recom- 
mendations made  where  necessary  to  prevent  atmospheric  pollution.  The 
fringe  areas  dividing  industrial  and  residential  sites,  are  of  special  im- 
portance, as  these  areas  will  be  most  affected  if  ground  concentrations 
of  pollutants  are  exceeded.  Adequate  chimney  height  must  be  insisted 
upon  to  ensure  dispersion  of  pollution  to  avoid  harm  to  health  from 
factories  in  these  areas. 

The  heating  units  in  houses  being  built  under  the  development 
scheme  will  consume  gas,  electricity  or  other  smokeless  fuels  and  will  be 
a considerable  factor  in  maintaining  a clean  atmosphere. 


Improvements  were  secured  at  one  factory  where  trouble  arose  as 
a result  of  smoke  and  grit  being  discharged  in  such  quantity,  as  to  be  a 
nuisance  to  residents  in  that  part  of  the  town.  Daventry  is  a town  with 
a relatively  clean  atmosphere  and  this  is  one  of  the  desirable  features 
often  commented  upon  by  families  coming  from  large  cities. 

15 


SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

During  the  year,  dwellings  were  being  built  at  a very  rapid  pace 
within  the  Borough.  The  main  programme  was  for  overspill  families 
coming  to  work  at  the  new  Ford  or  Herbert-Ingersoll  factories  now  under 
construction,  although  local  needs  were  still  being  catered  for  by  the 
Borough  Council’s  Housing  Committee. 

On  the  Headlands  Estate,  the  first  83  houses  in  Phase  I,  for  families 
coming  from  Birmingham  were  completed  and  occupied.  Phase  II 
development  on  this  estate,  consisting  of  242  houses,  was  also  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  construction.  The  Southbrook  Estate  began  to  take 
shape  along  Norton  Road,  with  the  Phase  I contract  for  323  houses.  The 
construction  of  these  was  also  in  progress  by  the  end  of  the  year.  These 
are  to  be  followed  by  194  dwellings  in  Phase  II  and  249  dwellings  in 
Phase  III.  A number  of  shops  will  be  provided  as  an  amenity  centre  in 
connection  with  these  developments  and  sites  for  schools  will  also  be 
provided  on  the  Southbrook  Estate.  There  are  already  schools  nearby  to 
serve  the  Headlands  Estate. 

Thirty  much  needed  bungalows  were  completed  by  the  Borough 
Council  and  these  were  let  to  mainly  elderly  persons  on  the  local  housing 
list.  The  rate  of  application  for  bungalows  continued  to  rise,  hence 
priority  was  given  for  a.  scheme  for  a further  32  bungalows  off  Kingsley 
Avenue.  Plans  for  these  were  finalised  and  these  dwelling  will  be 
commenced  in  the  coming  year.  Many  elderly  people,  including  owner 
occupiers,  are  anxious  to  move  from  the  central  area  of  the  town,  know- 
ing that  this  part  of  the  town  is  to  be  re-developed  along  with  tht. 
expansion  scheme.  Thirty-four  other  Council  houses  became  available  for 
re-letting  to  applicants  on  the  housing  list  and  30  exchanges  of  houses 
were  arranged. 

The  rate  of  private  building  was  also  high  despite  the  increased  rate 
of  interest  upon  mortgages.  A total  of  121  private  dwellings  were  com- 
pleted during  the  year.  Private  plot  development  is  to  be  provided  for 
under  the  scheme,  and  every  opportunity  should  be  given  to  families 
coming  into  the  town  who  want  to  purchase  a site  on  which  to  build 
their  own  home. 

Action  was  taken  to  secure  repairs  to  older  properties.  A policy  was 
agreed  with  the  Estates  Department  of  the  Birmingham  City  Council, 
whereby  all  older  properties  purchased  by  the  Daventry  Development 
Committee  within  the  central  area,  are  surveyed  by  your  Inspector  before 
they  are  re-let.  In  this  way,  repairs  are  carried  out  prior  to  re-let, ting, 
thus  ensuring  that  the  properties  are  brought  to  a reasonable  standard. 
Satisfactory  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  same  department  upon 
the  closure  of  areas  of  property  where  the  life  of  the  houses  is  limited 
due  to  development  proposals  or  where  the  houses  were  deemed  unfit. 
This  has  obviated  the  need  for  formal  clearance  area  action  under  the 
Housing  Acts,  also,  it  has  been  possible  to  avert  expenditure  on  repair  of 
individual  houses  when  other  nearby  dwellings  were  known  to  be  unfit. 
This  liaison  has  made  it  possible  to  recommend  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee,  a closure  and  re-housing  policy  for  certain  areas  where  the 
majority  of  houses  were  sub-standard. 

Good  progress  was  made  with  the  closure  of  unfit  properties  and 
n families  were  re-housed  from  premises  due  for  demolition.  A further 
7 families  moved  from  buildings  which  were  either  wholly  or  partlv 
closed. 

Owners  have  been  discouraged  from  applying  for  improvement  grants 
in  the  central  area,  over  the  past  two  vears.  due  to  the  likely  re-develop- 
ment taking  place.  This  has  safeguarded  persons  from  spending  money 
on  houses  which  are  now  planned  to  come  down  and  has  proved  to  be  a 
very  sound  course  of  action.  In  four  cases,  applications  for  standard 
grants  were  approved,  where  the  life  of  the  property  was  considered  to  be 
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at  least  15  years. 

Three  Housing  Societies  were  registered  under  the  Housing  Act, 
1964,  but  no  building  has  yet  taken  place.  There  were  no  applications 
for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  Rent  Act,  1957.  In  only  two 
instances  were  complaints  received  regarding  high  rents,  and  these  were 
referred  to  the  Rent  Officer  of  the  County  Council. 

The  quality  of  house  building  has  been  gradually  reduced  over  the 
past  few  years,  mainly  to  bring  about  economies.  It  is  therefore,  refresh- 
ing to  see  that  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has 
issued  a standard,  recommended  by  the  Parker-Morris  Committee,  to 
overcome  still  further  reduction  of  house  building  standards. 

The  accompanying  tables  give  details  of  other  housing  statistics 
required  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 

I INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 


1.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Act  defects  ...  ...  . 85 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  193 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  incapable  of  repair  at  reasonable  expense:  — 

(a)  Number  scheduled  in  original  Slum  Clearance 

programme,  1955  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  117 

(b)  Number  of  additional  houses  found  to  be  unfit 

as  a result  of  a re-survey.  ...  ...  ...  75 

(c)  Number  dealt  with  1955 — 1966  ...  ...  ...  138 

(d)  Remaining  unfit  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 


H HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 

In  Clearance  Areas 

1.  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ..  — 

2.  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad  arrangement  -.  — 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas 

3.  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure  under 

Sec.  16  or  Sec.  17(1)  Housing  Act.  1957  2 

4.  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  as  unfit  ...  — 

5.  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  where  action  has 

been  taken  under  local  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

6.  Houses  included  in  unfitness  orders  ...  ...  — 

7.  Number  of  dwellings  included  above  which  were 

previously  reported  as  closed  . . ...  ...  2 

III  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

8.  Under  Sec.  16(4),  17(1)  and  35(1)  Housing  Act,  1957  3 

9.  Under  Sec,  17(3)  and  26.  Housing  Act.  1957  — 

10.  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Sec.  18,  Housing 

Act,  1957  4 
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IV  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  DISPLACED 

From  houses  to  be  demolished  in 
or  adjoining  clearance  areas. 

From  houses  to  be  demolished  not 
in  or  adjoining  clearance  areas. 

From  houses  to  be  closed. 

From  parts  of  buildings  to  be 
closed. 


No.  of  persons 
No.  of  families 
No.  of  persons 
No.  of  families 
No.  of  persons 
No.  of  families 
No.  of  persons 
No.  of  families 


32 

11 

6 

3 
14 

4 


V  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH 
DEFECTS  WERE  REMEDIED 

By  Owner  By  Local 

Authority 

11.  After  informal  Action  by  Local 

Authority  ...  ...  . . ...  44 

12a  After  formal  notice  under  (a)  Public 

Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

12b  Sec.  9,  16  and  24  Housing  Act,  1957 


VI  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (Housing  Act,  1957) 

NIL 


VH  PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT  (in  clearance  areas) 

NIL 

VIH  HOUSING  ACT  1957  PART  IV  — OVERCROWDING 

1.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  overcrowded  at  end 


of  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  3 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ..  ...  10 

2.  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

3.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  , , , 2 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  1.5 

4.  Number  of  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  became 
overcrowded  again  after  Local  Authority  had  taken 

steps  to  abate  same  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  Nil 

RENT  ACT,  1957 

Number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Certificates  granted  Nil 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


(a)  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958  as  amended  bv 
House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959  and  Housing  Act, 
1961 

Number  of  applications  for  discretionary  Grants  ...  Nil 
^961*^  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959  and  Housing  Act, 

Number  of  applications  for  Standard  Grants  ...  4 

Number  of  applications  approved  by  Local  Authority  4 

Number  of  applications  refused  by  Local  Authority  Nil 
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SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 
FOOD  AND  DRINK 

115  inspections  were  carried  out  of  shop  premises  used  for  sale  of 
food.  A number  of  matters  were  attended  to  by  occupiers  upon  request 
and  the  general  standard  of  hygiene  was  good. 

A few  complaints  were  received  from  members  of  the  public  and 
all  were  investigated.  The  following  were  the  subject  of  reports  to  the 
Public  Health  Committee  and  in  each  case,  steps  were  taken  by  the 
producers  to  overcome  similar  trouble. 

(1)  Tinned  tomatoes  in  semi-blown  condition — this  was  found  to 
be  due  to  under-processing,  and  upon  notification,  the  Importers 
took  the  necessary  action  to  deal  with  this  defect. 

(2)  A loaf  of  cut  bread  containing  a piece  of  string. 

(3)  A carton  of  milk  containing  a brown  paper  bag. 

(4)  A bottle  of  sterilised  milk  was  brought  to  my  office,  the  pur- 
chaser complaining  about  its  peculiar  taste.  Upon  examination, 
the  milk  was  found  to  be  normal. 

A number  of  ice  cream  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  examination  and  the  results  were  all  satisfactory.  Food 
vehicles  were  inspected  and  in  one  or  two  cases,  were  not  in  proper 
repair  and  therefore  not  always  easy  to  keep  clean.  Representations 
were  made  to  the  owners  over  these  matters,  but  as  most  of  the  vehicles 
come  in  from  other  areas,  it  is  not  always  possible  to  ensure  that  worn 
vehicles  are  completely  withdrawn  from  service. 

The  Milk  Regulations  require  all  milk  sold  within  the  Borough  to 
be  either  pasteurised,  sterilised  or  tuberculin  tested.  Two  complaints 
were  received  regarding  milk,  as  previously  mentioned. 

The  opinion  of  your  Inspector  is  invariably  sought  by  traders  in- 
tending to  make  alterations  and  this  has  resulted  in  considerable  improve- 
ment of  premises  and  layout  of  equipment. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  Borough  which  process  or  pasteurise 
liquid  egg. 

Inspections  are  also  carried  out  of  the  stalls  upon  the  recently 
established  general  market  which  is  held  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays.  The 
attention  of  two  stallholders  selling  fruit  and  vegetables,  was  drawn  to 
the  need  to  wear  clean  overalls  over  their  ordinary  own  clothing. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1960 


TRADE 

Number  of 
Premises 

Number  of 
Premises 
complying 
with  Reg.  16 

Number  of 
Premises 
to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

Number  of 
Premises 
complying 
with  Reg.  1 9 

Bakehouses 

...  3 

3 

3 

3 

Confectioners 

8 

8 

3 

3 

Grocers  (general) 

...  16 

16 

14 

14 

Greengrocers 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Butchers 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Fish  shops 

...  2 

2 

2 

2 

Cafes 

Licenced  premises  (Hotels, 

4 

inns 

4 

4 

4 

and  clubs) 

Canteens  (factories,  offices 

...  11 

and 

11 

11 

11 

schools) 

...  12 

12 

12 

12 

NOTE  Regulation  16  requires  wash  hand  basins  to  be  provided. 

Regulation  19  requires  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment. 

I am  pleased  to  include  details  of  a report  from  the  County  Council’s 
Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures,  which  shows  that  71  articles 
of  food  were  analysed  and  all  were  satisfactory.  Samples  were  taken  of 
sausages  made  in  local  shops  to  ascertain  the  meat  content  and  for  the 
third  year  running,  the  quality  of  this  food  was  well  above  the  recognised 
standard.  The  report  states  that  3,169  articles  of  food  were  checked  for 
weight  and  measure  and  that  the  proportion  of  incorrect  articles  (sixteen), 
was  one  of  the  lowest  in  the  county. 
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SECTION  I 

l»HKV ALKINCE  AM)  COINTHOL  ONER  INEECTKHIS 
AMI)  OTHER  DISEASES 

There  was  a considerable  decrease  in  the  incidence  of  infectious 
diseases  from  last  year’s  high  figure  of  212  to  99.  This  was  mainly  due  to 
the  decrease  in  measles  notifications  which  fell  from  164  to  78.  Six 
cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  no 
cases  of  Sonne  dysentery  which  has  been  prevalent  in  the  town  on 
occasions  in  the  past.  Once  again,  there  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis 
and  only  one  isolated  case  of  food  poisoning. 

PERIOD  DISTRIBUTION  OF 
NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


>> 

u 

u 

a 

3 

x: 

(j 

3 

C 

Ut 

X) 

3 

u. 

Total 

Measles  ...  2 — — 5 37  17  2 I 1 3 10  78 

Scarlet  Fever  2 1 — • ^ — — --  ’ - 2 3 2 10 

Whooping 

Cough  - — 1 --  3 — — — 1 1 - - 6 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  1 1 I — — — — — — — 3 

Tuberculosis 

(other)  — - — 1 — — — — — — — — 1 

Food 

Poisoning  - - — — — — — — — — — 1 1 

TOTALS  4 1 3 7 40  17  2 1 2 3 6 13  99 

MEASLES 

There  were  78  cases,  a decrease  on  last  year,  and  again  exhibiting 
the  biennial  incidence  of  measles.  This  disease,  though  highly  infectious, 
i.s  now  like  scarlet  fever,  following  a more  benign  course  and  seldom 
showing  serious  complications.  However,  in  the  more  delicate,  and 
occasionally  in  normal  children,  the  unpleasant  conditions  of  eye  or  ear 
infections  or  pneumonia  still  occur.  These  are.  however.  usualJv  soon 
and  effectively  dealt  with  by  the  large  number  of  antibiotics  that  are 
now  available. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

Six  cases  were  notified.  This  is  another  condition  which  is  becoming 
largely  more  benign,  but  in  some  cases  can  be  distressing,  and  in  infancy, 
a serious  illness.  Protection  to  this  disease  is  often  by  triple  vaccination, 
together  with  tetanus  and  diphtheria.  The  satisfactory  lack  of  cases  is 
probably  due  to  the  high  immunisation  rate  in  the  town. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

Ten  cases  were  notified.  This  disease  continues  in  its  mild  phase. 
Its  principal  interest  is  that  it  gives  a rough  indication  of  the  amount  of 
streptococcal  infection  in  the  community. 
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SMALLPOX 

There  were  no  cases.  The  vaccination  of  children  is  still  necessary 
and  should  be  carried  out  sometime  during  the  first  two  years  of  life, 
preferably  between  the  first  and  second  year. 

DIPHTHERIA 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  Northamptonshire  since 
1956.  There  is  therefore,  with  each  successive  year  of  freedom  from 
infection,  a diminishing  recollection  of  the  dangers  of  this  illness.  Mothers 
without  knowledge  of  the  disease  feel  a false  security  and  may  not  have 
their  children  immunised.  That  this  is  a dangerous  situation  cannot  be 
too  strongly  stressed,  as  it  is  only  by  keeping  up  the  numbers  of  children 
immun'sed  that  the  disease  can  be  kept  in  check.  It  is  the  duty  of  all 
parents  to  have  their  children  immunised,  and  if  they  fail  to  do  so,  they 
neglect  their  welfare. 

POLIOMYELITIS 

Once  again  there  have  been  no  cases,  and  this  freedom  can  be 
ascribed  to  immunisation  as  the  decline  in  incidence  has  occurred  con- 
currently with  vaccination.  The  oral  Sabin  vaccine  is  now  used  which 
gives  a longer  lasting  immunity  than  the  Salk  or  injected  variety.  A 
drink  of  syrup  or  a lump  of  sugar  is  also  much  more  acceptable  fo  the 
young  patients  than  the  previous  needle  prick. 

SONNE  DYSENTERY 

There  have  been  no  cases. 

FOOD  POISONING 

There  was  one  case.  This  was  an  isolated  incidence  in  a child  of 
three  years.  The  condition  is  usually  caused  by  one  of  the  Salmcxnella 
organisms,  the  commonest  being  the  Typhimurium  strain  or  paratyphoid 
A or  B.  The  Staphylococcus  gaining  entry  to  food  from  an  infected  spot 
or  boil  on  the  hands,  arms  or  face  of  a food  handler  may  also  be  an 
occasional  cause.  More  rarely  typhoid  fever  or  botulism  may  occur. 
However,  the  commonest  germ  causing  food  poisoning  is  the  Salmonella 
gaining  entry  into  food  bv  the  faulty  hygiene  of  food  handlers.  The 
sources  of  inaction  can  be  numerous,  uncooked  contaminated  (often 
imported)  meat  being  today,  one  of  the  most  frequent. 

TYPHOID  FEVER 

There  were  no  cases. 

RESPIRATORY  INFECTIONS 

One  death  is  recorded  this  year  for  bronchitis  and  influenza  and 
one  from  pneumonia.  The  respiratory  infections  are  now  seldom 
a cause  of  death  except  as  a terminal  event  but  remain  a considerable 
cause  of  ill-health.  These  are  still  the  highest  cause  of  loss  of  working 
hours,  and  bronchitis,  nasal  catarrh  and  sinus  infections  are  still  a cause 
of  much  disability. 

INFECTIVE  HEPATITIS 

There  were  no  cases.  The  Minister  of  Health  gave  sanction  that  this 
disease  should  be  made  locally  notifiable  as  from  1st  July,  1962.  By- 
arrangement  with  other  local  authorities  this  also  became  operative  in 
Northamptonshire. 

Acute  infective  hepatitis  is  a disease  caused  by  a virus  which  attacks 
the  liver  and  causes  jaundice.  It  is  mainly  an  infection  of  young  people,  of 
faecal-oral  spread,  with  an  incubation  period  of  15-50  days.  The 
incriminative  iroutes  of  infection  are  from  food-handllers.  wtater  and 
children  to  their  mothers.  The  virus  is  present  in  faeces,  16  days  before 
jaundice  and  up  to  8 days  afterwards.  Serum  bepatitis,  which  is  another 
torm  or  infective  hepatitis,  has  a longer  incubation  period  of  50-160  days 
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and  affects  mainly  adults  and  can  be  spread  by  blood  transfusion  and 
inelficiently  sterilised  equipment  used  by  doctors,  dentists  and  nurses, 
drug  addicts  and  in  the  various  tattooing  processes.  The  clinical  groups 
of  these  two  types  of  hepatitis  are  indistinguishable.  There  is  no  specific 
treatment  and  an  icteric  adult  may  be  away  from  work  from  six  weeks 
to  two  months  and  sometimes  may  not  feel  really  lit  for  a year. 
Quarantine  measures  are  of  little  value  and  patients  can  be  treated  at 
home  or  in  hospital,  provided  that  adequate  hand-washing  techniques  are 
practised,  and  concurrent  disinfection  of  excreta.  Serum  hepatitis  could 
be  virtually  abolished,  if  disposable  equipment  were  generally  introduced. 
In  the  County,  disposable  equipment  is  used  by  the  County  Health 
Department  for  all  procedures  involving  immunisation.  Gamma  Globulin 
is  of  great  value  for  the  protection  of  close  contacts  and  pregnant 
women  during  epidemics. 

VACCINATIDN  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Children  are  offered  immunisation  to  the  following  diseases; 
Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus.  Poliomyelitis  and  Smallpox  in 
the  earlier  years.  These  procedures  are  carried  out  by  the  General 
Practitioner  or  by  the  County  Council  at  their  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Figures  are  not  available  this  year,  of  the  numbers  immunised  in  the 
town.  The  County  Council  will  include  these  in  their  statistics  for  the 
year. 

All  children  are  offered  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  at  the  age 
of  13  years.  There  is  a good  response  to  this  offer  and  large  numbers 
are  vaccinated  each  year  in  the  schools. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

There  were  four  new  cases  of  tuberculosis. 


Age  and  sex  distribution  of  new  cases  and  deaths  1966 


Age  Groups 

New 

Pulmonary 

Cases 

Other 

M 

F 

M F 

0- 

— 

— 

— — 

1- 

— 

— 

— — 

5- 

— 

-- 

— — 

15- 

— 

— 

— — 

20- 

1 

— 

— 1 

25- 

— 

— 

— — 

35- 

1 

— 

— — 

45- 

— 

— 

— — 

55- 

— 

— 

— — 

65  plus 

— 

1 

— — 

TOTAL 

2 

1 

— 1 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  Other 

M F M F 


Cases 

on  Register 

at  31st 

December,  1966 

Designation 

Males 

Pulmonary  Other 

Females 
Pulmonary  Oi 

Notified  in  1966 

2 

— 

1 

Inward  Transfers 

1 

— 

1 

Death 

— 

— 

— 

Cured 

...  — 

— 

Removals 

...  — 

— 

— 

Remaining 

..  22 

4 

23 

Total 

4 

2 


50 
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SECTION  G 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act  1961 


Part  I 

INSPECTION  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 


Number  of 

No.  on 

Written 

Occupiers 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

6) 

Factories  without 
mechanical  power  . . . 

14 

6 

2 

(di) 

Factories  with 
mechanical  power  . . . 

36 

24 

2 

(iii) 

Other  premises  under 
Act  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

24 

30 

5 

— 

74 

60 

9 



CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


No.  of  cases  m which  defects  Ref.  to  Ref.  by  No.  of 

were  fourid  Found  Remedied  M.H.  Insp.  H.M.I.  Prosecutions 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  4 4 — 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...  - --  - 

Unreasonable  Temp.  (S.3)  --  - - — 

Inadequate  Vent.  (S.4)  ...  — — — . - 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S.6)  ...  ...  — — — _ _ 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

ta)  Insufficient  ...  2 2 — 

fb)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  ...  . . 3 3 — _ 

fc)  Not  separate  for  sexes  - 

Other  offences  (not  relating 

to  Outworkers)  ...  ...  — — - 


Total  9 9 


Part  VIII — Outworkers 

Number  of  outworkers  registered  during  the  year  Nil 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
Part  I — General  report  upon  the  enforcement  of  the  Act 
Part  II — Statistical  Tables 

PART  I 


REGISTRATION 

Five  applications  for  registration  were  received  during  1966,  as  a 
result  of  changes  in  occupancy.  The  actual  registrations  for  all  premises 
tell  by  seven,  leaving  ninety  premises  on  the  register. 

OPERATION  OF  THE  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  ACT 

The  town  centre  renewal  scheme  is  having  a considerable  effect 
upon  the  pattern  of  trading,  and  this  is  shown  by  the  many  changes  in 
businesses,  some  of  which  have  been  long  established.  While  this  may 
be  regretted,  advantage  is  being  taken  when  the  changes  occur,  to  put 
into  action  a policy  which  will  eventually  lead  to  improvements  in  those 
older  premises  which  are  to  remain. 

The  plan  to  demolish  shops  in  certain  streets  naturally  raised  the 
question  of  how  far  it  is  justifiable  to  compel  owners  tO'  spend  money  to 
co.mply  with  all  the  provisions  of  the  Act  during  the  interim  period. 
Special  care  is  given  to  these  matters,  but  certain  requirements  dealing 
with  cleanliness  of  premises,  lighting,  heating  and  proper  sanitary 
facilities  are  always  insisted  upon,  in  the  interests  of  the  health  of  the 
persons  employed  therein. 

Although  all  premises  have  not  yet  been  fully  inspected,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  a large  amount  of  time  is  often  spent  upon  the  first 
inspection  and  frequent  re-visits  are  often  made  where  works  are  required. 

In  order  to  secure  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  in  the 
Council’s  own  offices,  a detailed  report  was  made  to  the  Borough  Council. 
Steps  have  since  been  taken  to  carry  out  the  works  recommended.  H.M. 
District  Inspector  of  Factories  is  actually  responsible  for  the  implementa- 
tion of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  in  local  authority  premises,  and  the 
Inspector  for  this  area  was  informed  of  the  steps  being  taken. 

Advice  was  sought  in  a number  of  instances  by  architects  and  others 
concerned  with  the  building  of  new  office  premises,  before  submitting 
plans  to  the  Council  for  approval.  This  preliminary  approach  is  very 
useful,  as  it  enables  matters  to  be  agreed  regarding  standards  now  required 
under  the  Act. 

CONTRAVENTIONS 

A number  of  contraventions  were  dealt  with  by  owners  and  occupiers, 
following  the  service  of  informal  notices.  These  concerned  cleanliness, 
temperature,  lighting,  sanitary  facilities,  clothing  accommodation  and 
information  for  employees. 

ACCIDENTS 

Only  one  accident  was  notified.  The  injury  was  of  a minor  nature 
and  resulted  from  a fall  when  a chair  overturned,  within,  an  office.  Upon 
inspection,  no  defect  was  found  in  the  premises  or  furniture  used  and 
no  further  action  was  necessary  in  this  case. 

PROSECUTIONS 

No  prosecutions  were  taken  under  the  Act. 

The  information  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  during  the  year, 
concerning  legal  proceedings  in  certain  areas,  was  most  helpful  in  practice, 
and  in  day  to  day  operations  under  the  Act. 
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PART  II 


Table  A 


REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  premises 


(/j  *o 

i c ^ 

.p  CO 
CO  OJ 

J)  — 3 > 

I-(  DC 

a £1 


•a  j! 

I-  lA 
V • — 

s;  B 

•r^ 


LA  c/) 

^ c -I: 


c 

VI 

B ■- 

C rtj 

<U  O 


a>  c 
a .§ 

CO  e> 
C 3 
T) 


Offices 

Retail  Shops 

Wholesale  shops  and  warehouses 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public,  canteens  ... 

Fuel  storage  depots 

TOTALS 


3 31  21 

1 51  32 

1 7 7 

1 1 

5 90  61 


Table  B 


NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  BY  INSPECTORS 
TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES 
136 
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Table  C 


ANALYSIS  JF  PEiiSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED 
PREMISES  EY  WORKPLACE 

No.  of 
persons 
employed 

231 
178 
6 

31 
6 
2 

TOTAL  454 

Total  males  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  238 

Total  females  . . . ..  . ,,  ..  . 216 


Class  of  workplace 

Offices 
Retail  shops 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to  public 
Canteens 

Fuel  storage  depots  ... 


Table  D 


EXEMPTIONS 
Part  1 — Space  (Sec.  5(2)) 

Part  II  Temperature  (Sec.  6) 

Part  III  — Sanitary  Conveniences  (Sec.  9) 
Part  IV  — Washing  Facilities  (Sec.  10)  ... 


Table  E 


Table  F 


PROSECUTIONS 

Nil. 

INSPECTORS 

No.  of  inspectors  appointed  under  Section 
52(1)  or  (5)  of  the  Act.  ... 

No.  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of 
their  time  on  work  in  connection  with 
the  Act.  ... 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


One 


Nil 


SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  VISITS 
DURING  THE  YEAR 


Housing: 

No.  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  193 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Drainage,  W.C.s,  Sinks,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Food  and  Drugs  and  ancillary  provisions  ..,  ...  ...  ...  90 

Food — Inspection  and  Condemnation  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Offices,  shops,  and  railway  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

Petroleum  Licensing  and  Supervision  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Verminous  Premises  and  Infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Infectious  Disease  and  Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Pig  keeping  and  other  animal  complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Theatres,  Hotels  and  Places  of  Entertainment  ...  ...  ...  6 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Temporary  Dwellings  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


743 
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